BRIDGEWATER -- Backstopped by Joey Wiggins’ stellar goaltending, the Randolph Jr. Rams Middle School team opened its inaugural season by skating to a 5-5 tie with Hillsborough at the Bridgewater Sports Arena Oct. 15.
Kyle D’Amore scored two goals and set up a third for Randolph, which also got goals from Evan Jones, James Loveys and Kyle Brennan in a rousing first outing for the new program.

Created by the Randolph Youth Hockey Assn. in order to give Randolph’s top middle school-aged skaters a way to play together and at a high level in preparation for high school hockey, the Jr. Rams are led by Randolph High School assistant coach Rich Fuchs. The team has been entered in the extremely competitive Bridgewater Middle School League and will play 12 games through February.
Wiggins made 22 saves, staring down several point-blank shots, to hold off a Hillsborough team that is considered one of the BSA League’s best. He did some of his best work early, in enabling Randolph to build leads of 3-0 and 4-1, and over the game’s final minutes to preserve the tie.

Jones scored the first-ever goal for the Jr. Rams midway through the first period, converting a feed from Andrew Tucker on a power play. Loveys doubled that lead by burying a chance set up by Nick Beatrice.
When Beatrice controlled the puck long enough to free up Loveys to feed D’Amore for a top-shelf backhander early in the second, Randolph had a 3-0 lead. And after a quick Hillsborough tally, D’Amore’s second goal of the game, off assists by Loveys and Beatrice, restored the Jr. Rams’ lead to three goals heading into the third.

Hillsborough came hard at Wiggins in the final period and drew even quickly. Randolph responded yet again when Brennan found the back of the net to complete a pretty passing play with D’Amore. But Hillsborough’s Alex Wizna tied it at 5-5.

Wiggins and Randolph’s young defensive corps of Brad Lindquist, Andrew Swift, Mack Darcy, Bo Brown and Andrew Dellapina hung on from there against a persistent Hillsborough attack.

The teams don’t meet again until February. But the Jr. Rams are back on the BSA ice Friday, Oct. 20, at 6:35 p.m. vs. Chatham and Sunday, Oct. 29, at 7:40 p.m. vs. South Brunswick.

